
Mondesa Youth Opportunities Trust  
Website: www.mondesayouth.org

Email: myotrust@iway.na

Inside this Issue:

Editorial - Term 2
Kathleen Boulter, Manager of MYO

Our second term of 2011 at MYO has come and gone and our learners and staff are busy with the last term of work 
before the popular Christmas holiday rushes up.

Last term had its problems, mainly from a staffing point of view. Our excellent Maths teacher had to resign at short notice 
due to personal problems and subsequently we also lost an English teacher. Luckily we are very fortunate to have a 
Peace Corps volunteer, Anne Marie Jackson, at MYO till November 2011 and she is helping out tremendously.

All too soon, Max and Willy our two volunteers from the German GIZ programme returned to Germany after a year 
at MYO, (see their article in this edition). Catarina Baggio has come in their place and is very involved with our Music 
programme as well as looking after our Library/Resource Centre.

The MYO Alumni attend MYO once a week and we offer them assistance and advice. We also try to invite a motivational 
speaker to talk to them once a month. 

The 6th MYO Annual Spelling Bee went off very well and you can also read all about it in the article in this edition.  It was 
particularly heart warming to see the dedication put into this event by both the teachers from the various local schools, 
and the learners themselves. It was obvious that the spelling abilities of these learners have improved year after year.

Term 2 always ends with the popular IDOLS Competition and this year we were entertained by some 14 learners who 
sang their hearts out. (A sterling performance of “Somewhere over the Rainbow” left this Manager with a lump in her 
throat!) Learners sang songs by Katy Perry, Beyonce, and Shakira. Our learner, Patrick Seibeb, gave an amazing 
rendition of “Crawl” by Chris Brown. The winner (judged by independent invited musicians) was a very popular Marianna 
Indongo, (Grade 8) singing “Russian Roulette” by Rihanna. We certainly 
have some very talented performers here at MYO.

In conclusion, I want to extend a huge “Thank You” to all our sponsors 
who continue to support MYO, and I also want to thank all our staff at 
MYO for their hard work and constant dedication in making a difference in 
our learners’ lives.

Kathleen Boulter
Manager MYO
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Max and Willy Say Goodbye

The 2nd Term of 2011 at MYO is complete and with that, our long year full of impressions as well 
as expressions for us two ‘weltwaerts’ - volunteers of the GIZ comes to an end.

Around twelve months ago we arrived in Namibia, the country that would become our home for 
an entire year. Beside teaching sports, music, mathematics and reading to various grades we had 
the opportunity to travel around such a fascinating, marvelous and varied country.  With time our 
responsibilities at MYO grew.

Max started at the beginning as a music-assistant-teacher but as time went by he took charge of 
his own classes as well as registration duty and the reading lessons for grade 5. In Term 1 he also 
started with guitar lessons for grade 7. During his time as registration teacher he supported the 
former MYO teacher Sue Wagner with a field trip to Okonjima/Africat and a number of art projects 
at the SPCA.

In the beginning Willy assisted the basketball and volleyball coaches. Together with the basketball 
coach Ricardo, he started to take MYO basketball learners to tournaments in Walvis Bay. From the 
beginning of the new school year he completely took over the volleyball classes at MYO.  He also 
started a running project, taking some of the older boys to regular practice and races. Further on 
he helped the teachers organize and accompany two field trips. On top of that, Willy took over the 
maintenance of the MYO website.

Max and Willy both see the future for further success of MYO and wish the students and all of the 
staff members the best for the future. 

Willy & Max



But The Story Goes On...

Let me introduce myself: I am Catarina Baggio from a small town near 
Frankfurt in Germany and I have come in place of Max and Willy. I  finished 
school in June 2011 and for the last two years the wish of doing a voluntary 
service in a foreign country became stronger. Luckily, my organization GIZ 
selected me to work at MYO as a music teacher.

Like Max and Willy, I am staying for one year in order to support the music 
teacher, Engelhardt. I have been playing the recorder since I was 5 and 
therefore I enjoy teaching this instrument to MYO learners. In addition to that 
I teach both guitar and general music as well as helping out in the library. 
My job at MYO matches perfectly to my personal interests and hobbies like 
playing the piano and singing in different choirs.

I love the idea of MYO and I am glad to have the possibility to work in this organisation. It impresses me that 
MYO gives its learners so many possibilities in the musical field: for instance playing at street performances, 
singing at the MYO IDOLS, performing at “Swakop Musiziert“ or at the “Swakopmunder Musikwoche“. All of 
these events make my life here more interesting and the work even more exciting.

Besides that I am happy to work in an NGO that cares so much for their learners, I value the personal 
contribution of all the teachers for the successful running of MYO. 

A Week in the Life at MYO
By Fulvia Maketo – Admin Assistant 

It’s 10 o’clock in the morning! The first thing I do on a Monday morning is 
to print out the attendance sheets for all the grades followed by my daily 
duties. On Tuesdays we start at 09h30 and have our staff meeting where 
I take the minutes which I type up after the meeting, (it’s not always easy 
figuring out my special brand of shorthand!). On Wednesdays, I record 
all the attendance statistics, which enable us to keep track of learners’ 
attendance and behaviour. On Thursdays and Fridays, I help around where 
I’m needed - for example, making sure the storeroom is kept tidy, ensuring 
the stock in the kitchen cupboard is accurate, standing in to supervise a 
class and even to referee a soccer game if necessary!

After having my lunch I usually help with yard duties. This is really when I have the opportunity to 
interact with the learners. We have various board games which the learners eagerly play after they 
have had lunch and before line-up. It’s very interesting watching the different games they enjoy -  
memory games are popular as well as Bingo and Chess, especially with the boys.

For me, the most enjoyable time at MYO is being in the office with my Manager, Kathleen. Between 
the two of us we hope to offer all the support we can to the teachers who carry on the important work 
of helping our learners to make the most of the opportunity that MYO offers.  I like being part of what 
MYO is doing for the children of Mondesa, Swakopmund.



MYO 6th Annual Spelling Bee A Great Success!

For the sixth year in a row, Mondesa Youth Opportunities held their regional Spelling Bee. This year the 
eight primary schools in Swakopmund were invited to enter a team to compete for the floating trophy which 
is presented to the winning school, with the three top scorers of the day each receiving individual prizes.

Each school had five members in their team and their coaches had prepared them very well.  MYO gave 
a list of 400 words which they had to practise, weeks before the event.  Then on the day, the winners 
emerged.  It has been obvious, through these six years that the learners have become increasingly more 
serious and dedicated. This year we asked for only 5 members per team which meant that the event 
moved along at a better pace.  

Three judges made the important decisions. When the field was narrowed down to 20 learners, this 
signalled the end of the first round. These 20 learners then carried on spelling till only 3 remained.  Only 
in this round did the learners earn points for their individual schools. These learners performed really well 
but eventually we were left with 3.  We all thought the finish was in sight.  Eventually Audrey Kandite, from 
Festus Gonteb made a spelling error and took 3rd place. The audience were excited to see who would 
be next.  Well that did not happen for some time as word after word the last two continued to spell every 
word correctly.  It went on for so long that a short break was called to let them sit down and have some 
water to drink.

At this stage, as a tie-breaker, the learners had to spell words they had not learnt beforehand. Everyone 
held their breath as Heloa Shamukwao eventually struggled with the word “cease” and in the end got it 
wrong.  Ester Shikundule from Tamariskia then had to spell her word, ‘moisture’, and did so proudly, and 
more importantly correctly. We had our winner! The hall erupted with applause!

It was now time for the judges to add up the collective marks for the schools.  While they did so, MYO 
learners, conducted by our music teacher, Mr Engelhardt #Unaeb, entertained the audience with singing, 
drumming and song.

Thank you gifts were handed out to the hard working coaches from the various schools, to Ailly the caller, 
and to the 3 judges, Mrs Lynne Lyndsay-Payne, Mrs Judy Degele and Ms Elise Bare. 

The excitement mounted as the learners tried to guess which school had won the trophy. Kathleen Boulter, 
Manager of MYO, proudly announced that for the second year running, the trophy had been won by …
TAMARISKIA PRIMARY SCHOOL.

The day was a great success and once again, MYO showed leadership in the education field.



My First MYO Field Trip Experience
By:  Chrisna van Niekerk

On Friday and Saturday, June 24 and 25, Mrs. Manga, July Nandjembo, 
our driver and I conducted a field trip to Sophiadale Rest Camp, which is 
situated alongside the Swakopmund River.  Attendees included all the Grade 
4 students.  The journey enabled us to expand students´ learning beyond the 
walls of the classroom into the community outside.  MYO offers the students 

experiences that cannot be duplicated in the school 
but are nonetheless an integral part of the general 
knowledge which is so worthwhile for the students.

Many activities took place during the trip.  Students energetically learned how to pitch their 
own tents and with electric discussions and decisive planning settled in with their friends 
in the various sized tents (of course the tallest three picked the smallest tent, go figure!).  
The boys especially showed a keen interest in the fire-making tutorial of arranging all 
the relevant materials, such as twigs, logs and leaves for the best air flow to produce a 
successful, and more importantly, a sustainable camp fire. While the fire was getting to 
the correct temperature for the braai, we all took to various forms of entertainment and 
sports. I was particularly impressed with the students’ skills with the hoola hoop, (almost 
decapitating their classmates in the process) and quite a few dust clouds were formed 
by the combination of jumping ropes and a soccer ball being chased energetically.  After 

sunset we feasted on the nutritious soup Walerie (our trusty cook at MYO) had sent with us.  The bathrooms then 
echoed and steam balls filled the skies with the excitement of sugar highs combined with fun in the showers.  It 
took quite a few hours of motivation to calm the excited grade 4’s down enough to 
get some sleep before the sun rose for our next day’s activities.

The scrambled eggs around the fire for breakfast prepared us for the exhilarating 
activities to follow.  We set off for the Camel Farm where Mrs. Erb introduced us 
to the camels and we tensely followed them into the Swakopmund river-bed to 
observe their feeding habits and also discover various plant species and hardwood. 
The students were very happy when Mrs. Erb returned the camels one hour earlier 
than normal and they all enjoyed a ride on the statuesque camels. Some took a 
little more convincing than others, but in the end they all had their chance and 
begged to go again. Three birthday girls ended up the envy of everyone else when 
they were allowed to have a second ride. The students were also fascinated with the tortoises, linking them to the 
story they had read the previous week, ¨Owen and the Tortoise¨.

We all returned to MYO on Saturday afternoon, tender with exhaustion but very satisfied. I can honestly say my 
first MYO Field Trip will stay with me for a long time to come. 



Mondesa Youth Opportunities is a non-profit, after school 
enrichment program that promotes academics, athletics, the arts, 
and life-skills as a means to bring an end to the cycle of poverty 
that is prevalent in Swakopmund’s townships. 

We try to educate the ‘whole’ child by focusing on academic, 
cultural, social and physical development. 

Our primary objectives are to develop and foster an environment 
where children living in communities such as Mondesa and the 
DRC (an informal settlement on the outskirts of Swakopmund) 
are provided opportunities to learn and grow in areas that are 
imperative to their success in life, and to promote a future 
generation of emotionally healthy, driven, and forward-thinking 
leaders. Our larger objective is to be an empowering force in the 
community, producing good citizens of the future. 

We are here to supplement over-crowded and under-funded 
schools. We strive to deliver a well-rounded education and cultivate 
positive thinking and self-esteem in our young learners.

Email: myotrust@iway.na
Website: www.mondesayouth.org

A big thank you to all our sponsors, supporters and friends


