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FULL TRANSCRIPT OF JUNIOR MINISTER SPEECHES
Gary Stannett MBE 
CEO, Active Communities Network 
Introduction 

As you can tell from the presentation GOALS was a very challenging programme for the people delivering it and Hugh is quite right in saying that there are a few challenges for us to consider.

I would like to give an opportunity to our guests from the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister who are here to respond to what they have heard.

Junior Minister Jennifer McCann MLA
Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister

Comments on the GOALS Impact Report and Programme
On behalf of Jonathan and myself I would like to thank Active Communities Network for inviting us here to say a few words today.

I would like to thank Hugh and Tim for the comprehensive approach they have taken to the evaluation of the programme and you alluded to some of the difficulties you encountered, but the community can see and read the report and see the genuine value of GOALS.

It would be remiss of me not to mention, and it has already been mentioned here and in the report, the commitment and dedication of the coordinator Jim Donnelly, who I know personally and saw him when he started that work on the ground - so I would like to say a special thanks to Jim.

He has become not only the coordinator, but a good friend and supporter of some of the young people involved.

I would like to say a few words about the young people involved with GOALS - you should be proud of yourselves.

I know - as we talked about a single identity-based programme, which this is, in Ballymurphy and most of the participants and young people came from Ballymurphy - too well, and I know, looking at the faces around this room, that the difficulties that this community has experienced, indeed down the long years of the conflict and the legacy of that conflict and the very human tragedies that have occurred in that community but also more recent tragedies and more recent social conflicts that have taken place.

I think it is very important where we are when talking about these projects, that the need in that community is such to have a focus in there.

The GOALS programme was designed to overcome the difficulties that the young men in their community have experienced personally and together, the young men and their community have moved forward by promoting a positive change, through activities that motivate and challenge them to go on and make changes that they feel they want to make in their lives. I also think to give them more confidence and self-esteem is very, very important.
It has been said by Hugh earlier, but Ballymurphy is part of West Belfast which is at the top of all of the economic and social deprivation statistics and has been for quite some time.

We have the highest percentages of child poverty in that community also, so I think that it’s very, very important that ‘on the ground’ programmes like GOALS are taking place because they make a huge difference to both the lives of the young people but also their families and the wider communities in which it is taking place.

There are so many football groups out there, sporting organisations and even some sporting organisations that are particularly for young women in our communities as well. They’re working on shoestring budgets or no budgets at all. 
They are working primarily with volunteers who give up their free time for the young people for training in the evenings or weekends and it is only through subscriptions for the young people and their families who pay for the cost of the transport, the cost of the training facilities and sporting facilities - these people need support from the government as well and we are trying our hardest to get even small grants for those groups and organisations, not just the sporting ones but other community organisations who bring together young people.

I have three teenagers, so I know what it’s like being a parent sometimes having difficult situations. When we do see our children having difficulties or problems we do want to let them have the opportunity with other young people of their age to build their confidence, build their self-esteem and to participate in activities that in the longer time will save departments of government money.

We’ve heard of the very tragic consequences of young people taking their own lives and those with addictions and misuse of drugs and alcohol so it’s very, very important that the executive and departments are saying that there is a need for money to be put into these communities. Sometimes it can be very small, but it can make a difference.

Sport can be a big motivator for young people and GOALS take the whole idea of sport and they have a cross community dimension to it. Not only do the young people enjoy playing the sport they choose and improve their skills, they get to meet other people from different backgrounds and it provides opportunities to cross those traditional community boundaries and it can lead to building positive relationships and it leads to the promotion of understanding and tolerance in society today. 

How do we challenge sectarianism and racism and negative forces in our societies? A lot of it is having respect for another person and other communities and the only way we can do that is if we meet people from those other communities and we see that they don’t have the two horns that we sometimes feel that they have.

GOALS is an excellent opportunity to do this and Active Communities Network do that and I would like to see Active Communities Network recognised for that.

The idea of using sport as a medium for good relations has a successful track record. I believe that sport does challenge peoples’ attitudes and opens peoples’ minds in the communities in which people live and their neighbouring communities. It also connects and acts as a powerful medium for peace and reconciliation. 

I want to touch on our new community relations strategy ‘Together: Building a United Community’ which was published last month by the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister. I think that very, very clearly sent out a message that the Executive as a whole does see our young people as being key to our future and one of its actions was the creation of a united youth programme, which Jonathan will go into more detail on, but there are three key objectives here; to build better community relations, to create better citizens and to give employment experience and structured volunteer opportunities to our young people.

It’s going to be hard work but it is an Executive initiative and we need to look beyond. We need to look at our social and economic deprivation that’s happening within our communities and we need to be giving our young people hope, but we need to be providing jobs for our young people, we need to be providing quality apprenticeships for them. 
It shouldn’t just be about us a government and Executive level putting these programmes into place - these programmes need to deliver and make a meaningful difference to young peoples’ lives.

Programmes like GOALS make a positive social, cultural and educational contribution to society and provide an important role in paving the way forward for a more inclusive and tolerant society which we are all looking for.

We will continue towards building a stronger society where people can work together, families can live happily side-by-side regardless of their community background, their ethnicity or their beliefs.

We have just come out of another meeting which brought together a number of victims from the conflict and it was really, really encouraging to hear those peoples’ stories, but more importantly to hear that they want people to work together because they never ever want us to go back into the dark days of the past that many of us came through here. What we never, ever want to see is our young people to have to face those tragedies and that type of conflict that we faced.

I want to wish everyone well on GOALS, Jim already knows, but I want him to know that he can knock on our door and we are very, very open to hear about how we can help and take this forward and you do have our support in the Junior Ministers office, so thank you for having me here today.
Junior Minister Jonathan Bell MLA
Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister

Comments on the GOALS Impact Report and Programme
Thank you very much for the invitation to be with you all here today, we would like to thank both Hugh and Tim for their valuable evaluation report and I believe there are a number of important lessons that can be learnt from it.

Believe it or not, and unusually for a member of the Democratic Unionist Party, I am a West Belfast boy, I was meant to be born in the South Tyrone hospital but my mother had high blood sugar and high blood pressure which was common with someone with pre-eclampsia which they then kindly gave her some counselling to say that I was going to die and I was to be sent to the Royal (Victoria Hospital) to be induced, but that it wasn’t possible for me to survive.

So I was actually born in West Belfast, even though my Mum went home, I spent the first few weeks of my life living in the Royal and I’ve got a lot to thank West Belfast for - I have a passion for Belfast.

Thanks to the funding from Comic Relief through Active Communities Network to GOALS - you’ve made a difference. I’ve already heard about the difference from what you fellas (the participants present) have been telling me this morning.

Jennifer and I would like to thank Jim (Donnelly) for the pivotal role he has played in this and we want to applaud his dedication and devotion in the work that he does.

Our new good relations strategy – ‘Together: Building a United Community’ – will help us to achieve our vision of a united community where everyone can live, work and socialise together. And they can do it in a way that is free from prejudice, from hate and intolerance.

The encouraging thing about this morning is that we can build on the success of GOALS.
We know that there is still work to do; we know that there is still going to be challenges for us all - individuals, as a community and at a political level. The past five years have seen improved political relationships, improved relationships and significant progress and we want to ensure that those improved relationships within the community continue. 

We’ve witnessed today and over the past number of years the historic low levels of violence and tension, but we need to make sure that those gains are sustained. We are even more determined to build community relations, to shape the future that you and I, Jennifer and all of us what to see.

Jennifer and I are here this morning to say that we will not shy away from the challenges. We remain committed to building the united community, to building a shared community by continuing to improve good relations right across our society. We need to ensure our communities are economic and business centres and our public services are equipped and resourced at the highest level we can.

The GOALS programme has proven that good working relationships can be developed between a range of community and statutory organisations, and local people.

The GOALS Impact Report proves that it is a very effective way of working; local solutions to address local issues and I encourage all of you to build upon the success of that.

The use of sport in developing young people is extremely important. I am pleased to be here with distinguished athletes like Richie Woodhall - there are very few of us left (laughs).

Sport can help young peoples’ personal and social development and that is why in our new good relations strategy we are developing a significant programme of cross-community sporting events.
You young people are our way ahead. Jennifer and I will do all in our power to pave that way ahead for you and make it a brighter and happier one for you all. For any of you young people, and we’ve heard in Hugh’s report this morning, that there are young who do believe they don’t have anything to offer society - they believe they are not bright enough. 
If you are one of those young people I give you a bit of encouragement, not to boast, but I grew up in a working class area of Sydenham (Belfast) - I spent the first 21 years of my life there. In 1982 and 1983, my mother, bless her, has kept these letters, my school wrote to her telling her that I wasn’t bright enough to do what would be the equivalent of your GCSEs and could the parents do the school a favour and take me somewhere else because I didn’t have the intelligence to do O Levels. That was the second year. 

At the end of the third year they wrote a similar letter but a somewhat stronger one to say ‘please remove your child from this school, he can’t cope, he’s not intelligent enough and he’s not bright enough’. 
Thankfully my Mum and my brother, who was in education said that is just their opinion and that they should keep me there and see what happens, I didn’t ever get to prize day there until I was Junior Minister and then they invited me back to present at their prize day and I did bring back my two letters and my two degrees from University.

So, just because you believe or someone has told you otherwise, don’t give up.

Can I just thank Gary (Stannett) for the sterling work that has been carried out by Active Communities Network and Tim and Hugh for their rigorous analysis and sensitive approach to the evaluation.

Before I entered politics I was a senior social worker and I know exactly where I was when I lost one of my children, as we called them as key workers, to suicide and I pay tribute to those who remembered Gavin this morning, and I encourage it, as sometimes we can’t see it on the outside, but to talk to someone. 
All of us, particularly those young fellas who are on the streets of Belfast, if you are feeling anything, then please talk to someone.

Jennifer and I congratulate all of you who have participated in the GOALS programme. To the young men - you have achieved something today, you are a credit to your families and to your communities. I know Paul Maskey MP is here and other MLAs.

I love Belfast, and you guys are the future of it.
We will do our best, Jennifer and I, to make sure that you are resourced and supported within the restraints that we have, but I think Jennifer and I will both go out of here encouraged by the quality and calibre of the young people we have here in Belfast today.
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