Open Fun Football Schools

Open Fun Football Schools is a
humanitarian project using joyful
games and the pedagogical ”funfootball-concept” as tools to promote
the process of democracy, peace,
stability and social cohesion within
the Balkan countries, the Trans
Caucasus countries and countries
in the Middle East.
Open Fun Football Schools is building on the experience of how wars
and ethnic conflicts affect people
and their possibilities of returning
to a daily life in post conflict areas.
Although the wars and conflicts
officially may have come to an end
many years ago and although the
physical frontiers and checkpoints
are gone, still major tasks remain to
stabilize the post conflict communities. Mistrust, fear, hatred and the
former frontlines still linger inside

people and dividing parallel structures in local communities are still
some of the main challenges to be
overcomed.
Open Fun Football Schools is
organised in accordance with our
regional strategy aiming at facilitating a) cross-boundary cooperation
(between nations) and b) cross-entity
cooperation (between antagonistic population groups inside the
country). Thus, all the seminars for
instructors, leaders and coaches
include participants from all countries involved in the regions. Further all Open Fun Football Schools
are organised in accordance with the
so-called ”twin-city strategy” where
football clubs, leaders and coaches
from minimum 2 municipalities and
3 football clubs representing hostile
population groups organise an Open
Fun Football School jointly.

Open Fun Football Schools
•

Brings teachers, leaders, trainers, and children
from different ethnic and social backgrounds
to work together

•

Creates a physical, psychological and social
environment where children feel confident,
stimulated and secure

•

•

•

•

Open Fun Football

Is based on a strong local foundation, democratic
principles, voluntarism and parent support

Schools is founded

Brings new impulses and educates hundreds
of qualified coaches from the football clubs
and teachers from the elementary schools

the Danish NGO

Motivates children and adults to join the local
football clubs and promote children’s grassroot
football activities
Distributes thousands of footballs and other
sport equipment to the benefit of the local
football clubs

and organised by
Cross Cultures
Project Association
CCPA in partnership with the Football Association of
Norway

The meaning of Open Fun
Football Schools is to facilitate
friendship and sports co-operation between people living
in divided communities.
We use Open Fun Football
Schools and other communitybased children’s sport initiatives to rally children and adults
of different social and ethnic
groups around an activity of
common interest. In this way
ball playing becomes one tool
amongst others through which
to stimulate the important
process of peaceful co-existence,
tolerance, gender equality and
inter-ethnic community building
and by that facilitate a normalisation of everyday life for the
children and the local community by large.

children & volunteers

2008		
OFFS Volunteers Children
Period
Balkan				

Grand total
OFFS Volunteers Children

Bosnia & Herzegovina
20
302
4301
1998-2008
196
3356
Croatia
20
283
4079
2003-2008
108
2228
Kosovo
7
98
1351
2006-2008
19
203
Macedonia
18
265
3953
2000-2008
153
2769
Montenegro
6
84
1191
2007-2008
16
167
Serbia
19
270
3834
2001-2008
161
3139
Total
90
1302
18709		
653
11862
							
Trans Caucasus				
Armenia
12
168
2304
2004-2008
62
Azerbaijan
12
168
2304
2004-2008
62
Georgia
12
168
2304
2003-2008
82
Moldova
12
164
2304
2006-2008
28
Total
48
668
9216		
234
						
Middle East				

40515
22766
3677
31448
3407
32779
134592

Open Fun Foot-

978
966
1288
3333
6565

11910
11594
15122
5376
44002

16
10
9
16
51

240
150
235
240
865

2987
2700
2737
3411
11835

				
Grand Total
145
2129
30185
1998-2008
938

19292

190429

Jordan
Iraq
Lebanon
Syria
Total

0
2
5
0
7

0
30
129
0
159

0
2005-2007
500
2005-2008
1760
2005-2008
0
2005-2007
2260		

ball Schools is a
community-based
reconciliation
project

www.ccpa.dk/cc

Local partners involved in Open Fun Football Schools 1998-2008
in Balkan and Caucasus									

Open Fun Football Schools
Number of municipalities involved
Number of football clubs involved
Number of primary schools involved

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

12
14
-

20
24
-

32
66
127
-

45
128
181
-

50
142
248
-

78
173
264
-

113
253
277
-

126
252
400
-

140
287
542
-

127
302
356
290

138
293
403
393

Local partners

Building communities
Cross Cultures advocates children’s grassroots football as an
all-inclusive activity open to
everyone regardless of talent,
gender, ethnic or social background, religious or political
affiliations. To us children’s
football does much more than
building relations among children, coaches and sports clubs.
Children’s football constitutes
an important platform in civil

society, where people from different backgrounds can meet
and bond while discussing:
children – welfare – future and the
development of children’s football.
In our approach to children’s
football we actively involve
parents, municipalities, primary
school teachers, local sponsors, national and regional football associations, the local and
national media, ministries of
youth and sports and many

others. With the child in the
centre, it is our vision to bring
all stakeholders into play. When
we organize activities for children, we wish all the stakeholders to have a place and exercise
a function: When we activate the
children the stakeholders circle
like planets around the sun in
a “Children’s Grassroots Football
Universe”. For objectives, strategies and results please visit
www.ccpa.dk/cc.

The strength of
Open Fun Football
Schools is to be
found in its ability to generate
relations between
people

The Open Fun Football Schools
programme has three main
products:
1. Open Fun Football Schools
for children 7-11 years old
The grassroots football schools
are community-based by nature.
Each school last five days and
comprises a minimum of 200
boys and girls from 7 to 11 years
old, 15 coaches and 15 coach
assistants and club officials
– all volunteers.

2. Regional meetings, regional
seminars and regional workshops for volunteers and staff
Our meetings, seminars and
workshops in the Open Fun
Football Schools programme are
regional by nature and the content of each seminar is defined
by the regional platform. Therefore, when conducting a Cross
Cultures meeting, seminar or
workshop in the Trans Caucasus there must be participants
from the entire Cross Cultures regional platform which
includes Moldova, Georgia,
Armenia and Azerbaijan. All
seminars and workshops in the
Balkans are organised in accordance with the same principle.

3. Equipment
We enter local partnership
agreements with local football clubs and municipalities
on the organisation of local
football schools and by this we
commit to transfer the equipment used during a local fun
football school to the participating football clubs upon
the successful completion of
the school. This constitutes
an important incentive to
the local sport clubs particularly as the delivery of sports
equipment, combined with
our grassroots coach education, enables the clubs to organise football for children on a
day-to-day basis once the local
fun football school is successfully completed.

All Open Fun Football Schools are organised
in accordance with the basic principles:
•

promote grassroots football for all

•

promote female participation in football at
all levels – minimum 25% participants of
players, coaches, leaders and officials

•

show social responsibility, which implies that
all schools are organised in accordance with
our so-called twin-city principle to secure
diversity in terms of, among others, ethnic,
social, religious and political background

•

mobilise voluntary leaders and coaches

•

educate voluntary coaches and leaders in our
specific pedagogical ‘fun football concept’

One common characteristic
of our football schools is that,
initially, the participants are
always unconfident, insecure
and unsure about the situation. During the breaks on their
first day, they often seek out
their friends and find security
in little groups. This is a quite
natural thing to do, because the
kids in our schools often have
parents who fought a war with
each other, and maybe it is the
first time they set foot in “enemy
territory”. Other children are
nervous because it is difficult
to relate to the 200 children
and adults that are gathered or
because they feel technically
inferior to their friends on the
football pitch.

As organisers we must confront
this anxiety, insecurity and mistrust, since one of our purposes
is indeed to turn these negative
emotions into something positive through the ball playing

levels. It’s concept where
the many exercises and
small games are designed
so as to make everyone
feel successful again and
again.

and our specific pedagogical
fun football concept. What is
important is the playful aspect,
and the joy derived from playing rather than the results the
score or advancing the technical

girls
Female participation in Open Fun Football Schools 1998 - 2008
Girls in OFFS (%)
Female OFFS leaders and coaches (%)
						
Middle East Trans Caucasus Balkan		
Balkan
Trans Caucasus
Middle East
			
8
1998			
			
11
1999			
			
12
2000			
			
13
2001			
			
14
2002			
		
8
18
2003
8
2
		
13
24
2004
12
4
16
20
29
2005
19
16
8
16
28
27
2006
24
13
20
20
29
32
2007
24
20
10
22
29
32
2008
30
22
8

Open Fun Football
Schools is not
about developing
talented players,
but about giving
kids a rewarding
experience with
ball playing and
having fun while
making new
friends

volunteers
Our Seminar concepts
Since 1998 Cross Cultures has
developed and implemented a
comprehensive educational programme – among the most comprehensive educational grassroots
football programmes in Europe!
We organise four types of
seminars:
1. Cross Cultures/
Open Fun Football School
staff training
2. Open Fun Football School
Volunteer training
3. Street Sport volunteer training
4. Cross Cultures external
network activities
The common denominator of
all seminars and workshops is
the specific focus of attention:
We put the children first. Sec-

Local volunteers working for
the Open Fun Football Schools programme in 2008 				
Leaders

Coaches

Assistants

Unpaid hours

Balkan
Trans-Caucasus
Middle East

201
42
10

1,101
576
119

1,082
468
106

166,770
83,440
16,803

Total

303

1,746

1,656

269,013

Grand total				

3,755

The total of 278,504 hours of voluntary work equals 158 full-time staff positions.			

ondly, it is our thesis that it is the
environment that connects children with the game and the clubs.
Thirdly, all seminars contain socalled dialogue workshops based
on cross-cutting bottom-up methodologies. In other words, it is
not Cross Cultures that tells the
participants what to do or how to

do it, instead we facilitate various
dialogues among the participants
providing them a chance to discuss topics like: What is a good
children’s environment? What
makes a good children’s coach?
What constitute a good children’s
football club? What is a responsive parent? Etc.

From 1998-2008
more than 19,000
leaders and
coaches – all
volunteers –
were trained to
run the schools

The meaning
Definition

The Open Fun Football Schools programme

The Meaning

What makes the product attractive		To build friendships and sport co-operation
among children and adults from divided
communities based on equality and nondiscrimination.

The Solution

What makes the product work		 “The children’s Grassroots Football Universe”
An informal platform where people of different
backgrounds can meet and bond while discussing
children – future – welfare.

The Product
What makes the product a reality
		
		
The Technology
What makes the product possible
		

• Open Fun Football Schools
•	Regional meetings, training seminars
and workshops for staff and volunteers
• Football equipment
• Our pedagogical “Fun Football Concept”
•	The seminar curricula for instructors, school leaders
and coaches

Cross Cultures Project Association is
a politically independent, non-profit
humanitarian organisation that exists for
the purpose of developing, participating
in as well as implementing projects cutting
across cultural lines, which have as their
main objective the promotion of reconciliation and integration among people
through dialogue and collaboration.
We are among the world leading organisations specialised in using children’s
grassroots football as a tool to stimulate
peaceful co-existence, gender equality,
tolerance and social cohesion between
people living in divided communities.

CROSS CULTURES project association
Denmark
Mr Anders Levinsen
Founder and CEO
Taarbæk Strandvej 86
DK-2930 Klampenborg
Denmark
Phone: +45 3963 3353 / +45 3995 1519
Fax: + 45 3995 1520
ccpa@ccpa.dk · www.ccpa.dk

Photos: Carsten Snejbjerg
Kenneth Havgaard og CCPA.
Print and layout: www.stormtryk.dk

Cross Cultures’ Open Fun Football Schools network
Cross Cultures – Open Fun Football
School offices Balkan
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Country co-ordinator Mr Esad Hadzijusufovic
Phone: + 387 33 655 649
Fax: + 387 33 714 910		
sarajevo@ccpa.dk
Croatia
Country co-ordinator Mr Velimir Suban
Phone: +385 1 66 777 79
Phone /fax: +385 1 66 777 67
zagreb@ccpa.dk			
Macedonia
Country coordinator Mr Ceno Aleksandrovski
Phone: + 389 2 307 9932
Fax: + 389 2 309 0168		
skopje@ccpa.dk /
offmacedonia@on.net.mk		
Montenegro
Phone/fax: +381 086 238 700

Cross Cultures – Open Fun Football School
offices Trans Caucasus
Armenia
Country co-ordinator Ms Marina Tashchyan
Phone/fax: +374 10 54 14 05 / 91 48 41 71
yerevan@ccpa.dk
Azerbaijan
Country co-ordinator Mr Karim Aghayev
Phone: + 994 12 209 450
Fax: + 994 12 458 0955
baku@ccpa.dk / affa@azeronline.com
Georgia
Regional coordinator Mr Valeri Cholaria
Country coordinator Mr Badri Karkashadze
Phone: +995 32 912 910 / 913 543
Fax: +995 32 912 910 / 32 292 305		
tbilisi@ccpa.dk
Moldova
Phone/fax: + 373 22 23 43 53
chisinau@ccpa.dk /
fmf@mfotbal.mldnet.com

Serbia
Country coordinator Ms Sanja Lucic
Phone: + 381 11 2 622 499 / + 381 11 2 628 337
Fax: + 381 11 2 628 554			
beograd@ccpa.dk
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Velux

Foundations

Cross Cultures – office Middle East
Iraq
Country co-ordinator Mr Jamal Ashnoor
bagkdad@ccpa.dk
Phone: +964 790 11 95 042
Lebanon
Country co-ordinator Mr Mazen Ramadan
Phone: + 961 1 808540
Fax: + 961 1 808540
beirut@ccpa.dk

