
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Operation Get Active (OGA) Announces Continued Support from the Volkswagen Workers Foundation 
 

● Volkswagen Workers Foundation donates another $200,000 to support the grassroots youth 
soccer program 

● Over the past three years the Volkswagen Workers Foundation has donated $700,000 to OGA 
 

Chattanooga, Tenn. August 8th 2019 – Operation Get Active is pleased to announce that the Volkswagen 
Workers Foundation is continuing its partnership with a $200,000 donation for 2019. Over the past four years, the 
foundation has contributed $700,000 to the grassroots soccer program. 
 
Operation Get Active, a program of the Chattanooga Football Club Foundation, is a health initiative that 
encourages young people across Hamilton County  to live active, healthy lifestyles and. This is accomplished by 
introducing participants to soccer via an afterschool program that meets for 90-minute sessions two times per 
week over ten weeks in the fall and spring, and a summer program that meets for 120-minute sessions once per 
week over seven weeks. This year OGA will have reached over 5,000 youth since the program began in 2016. 
 
“Since we launched in the spring of 2016, the Volkswagen Workers Foundation has been a huge supporter of 
Operation Get Active; their continued commitment is a testament to their dedication towards ensuring that we 
have a healthy community and inspire kids to be more physically active,” said Peter Woolcock, Director of 
Operation Get Active.  
 
“Congratulations to Peter and his team on the great success of Operation Get Active. Volkswagen Workers 
Foundation is very proud to support this great initiative now in its fourth year in a row” said Matthias Erb, President 
of The Volkswagen Workers Foundation.  
 
The Volkswagen Workers Foundation, a charitable nonprofit organization, is the American branch of the 
Volkswagen Employee Foundation, a German nonprofit organization that supports the education of children and 
young adults through improvement of their living conditions. 
 

"Through its Workers Foundation and Operation Get Active, Volkswagen continues to invest in our community 

and to provide healthy and positive lifestyles for Chattanoogans" said Mayor of Chattanooga Andy Berke.  

 
Coaches play a vital role in the successful implementation of OGA. Each session is led by a 
minimum of two trained OGA coaches from a team of over seventy. The coaching team is diverse, ranging from 
current college students, recent graduates, and teachers at the partner schools.  
 

 
 

 



“Hamilton County Schools seeks to help children reach their potential in all aspects of life and developing athletic 
skills and keeping physically active and healthy is important to a child’s development,” said Dr. Bryan Johnson, 
superintendent of Hamilton County Schools. “Community partnerships and participation in our efforts are vital, so 
we appreciate Operation Get Active and the Volkswagen Workers Foundation for making this after school soccer 
program available to children in our schools.”  
 
Because of their diversity and experience, the OGA coaching team excels at delivering OGA in very challenging 
areas of the city, as well as acting as role models and mentors to the children. Last month, OGA welcomed a 
team of professional soccer coaches from VfL Wolfsburg, a professional soccer team from Germany, who led a 
coaching clinic to over twenty five OGA coaches, teaching them techniques and new skills and activities that OGA 
coaches have started implementing this summer.  This coaching model has allowed OGA to scale the impact of 
the program to twenty Hamilton County elementary schools as well as ten City of Chattanooga Youth and Family 
Development Centers, addressing the need for more physical activity opportunities for youth. 
 
“This is great news from Operation Get Active and the Volkswagen Workers Foundation!  We are a huge 
supporter of the importance of sports in an adolescent’s development. Not only in terms of enhancing physical 
fitness and health but also because of the skills learned through teamwork and competition that are applicable in 
so many ways later on in life. We wish OGA a very successful season and know that today’s star athletes can 
grow up to be tomorrow’s community leaders.” said Hamilton County Mayor Jim Coppinger.  
 
Operation Get Active is now planning and preparing for the Fall 2019 season and plans  to bring the program to 
twenty elementary schools, six City of Chattanooga Recreation Centers, and Signal Centers, totalling over 900 
children in all. OGA has also recently launched a new adult program called Kickstart aimed at helping adults of all 
ages and people with mental health needs within our community.  
 
If you are interested in learning more or becoming a coach, please get in touch with Operation Get Active 
Coaching Director Julian Ramirez, julian@chattanoogafc.com or find out more at operationgetactive.org.  
 
Operation Get Active has also been selected as a finalist for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Sport Award. 
Winners of this award will be announced in September. Awards will be presented at a ceremony at the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation’s head office in Princetown, New Jersey on November 7th. Those selected will receive 
$10,000.  
 
About Operation Get Active 
Operation Get Active is a health initiative that uses the game of soccer to encourage Chattanooga's youth to live 
active, healthy lifestyles. Operation Get Active aims to inspire and educate children across Chattanooga about the 
importance of health, fitness, and nutrition. Ultimately, our goal is to encourage participants to maintain regular 
exercise throughout the rest of their childhood and into adolescence. Using soccer as our tool, we seek to 
introduce a diverse group of children to sports and in doing so, develop their teamwork, leadership, and social 
skills. 
 

Contact: Peter Woolcock  
Email: peter@chattanoogafc.com
Website: operationgetactive.org  
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