[PRESS RELEASE] For Immediate Release 12.04.16
_Social Starters’ new Sport Inspiration programme set to take place during the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games!
Dates for the new Rio Inspiration programme are now confirmed for 26th August until 14th September, and will mean that participants have the opportunity to experience Rio in the midst of the biggest Paralympic sports event in the world. 

As well as soaking up the buzz and atmosphere of the ‘cidade maravilhosa’ during the Olympic and Paralympic Games, aspiring social changers will have the chance to connect with a range of inspiring sports projects and stakeholders as part of the programme.

Um Rio, a sport for development project using rugby as a tool to engage children and young people from disadvantaged backgrounds are a confirmed Inspiration programme partner. Um Rio work in a favela community in Niterói, delivering a rugby training and education programme to develop the skills and increase the confidence of children and young people from the local area. They have worked with _Social Starters over the last 6 months, exploring how collaborating with our international volunteer consultants can help increase the impact of their work within the community they are based in.

_Social Starters are also very excited to be working in partnership with the British Consulate in Rio, who will be curating part of the Inspiration programme, sharing their knowledge and specialism in sport infrastructure with individuals from around the world who will be joining the programme, looking to develop their own sport and social impact projects and businesses. 
To help facilitate this project development process, _Social Starters will be collaborating with creative co-working spaces like GOMA who will help provide the perfect setting for networking and discovering new start-ups, fuelling the participants own ideas.
The Sport Inspiration programme will run for 18 nights and will give participants the opportunity to visit sports development projects across Rio, take part in workshops in social entrepreneurship, ideation and project development, and offer access to co-working space to develop their own ideas for social change. The programme will also mean participants can experience the culture, food and sports~, which are such a big part of Brazilian culture
The new programme dates for the Sport Inspiration programme mean that the current deadline for interested applicants has been extended. Any one that is passionate about sport, has an idea for a sport related community project or social business, and wants to learn more about projects and organisations creating social impact through sport in Rio, should apply to take part before the end of April.

-   ENDS   –
About _SocialStarters

_SocialStarters design highly immersive bespoke volunteer programmes and social entrepreneurship experiences that currently see the development of social entrepreneurship in Kenya, India, Sri Lanka and Brazil. They work with partners like UnLtd India, VSO in Kenya, and the Eixo Rio in Brazil to source grassroots social entrepreneurs, and then match professionals who take on the role of ‘Social Impact Consultant’ with a social enterprise client. 

Organisers _SocialStarters dedicate their time to mentoring their international volunteers to develop and test financially sustainable and socially or environmentally impactful business ideas. They also place focus on their participants to return to work as ‘intrapreneurs’, or equip them to have more experience and knowledge to move into the social Enterprise sector. 

Graduates from their programmes have worked for leading brands, charities, media and government such as L’Oreal, Deloitte, the UN, Cancer Research UK, the World Health Organisation (WHO), Innocent Drinks, Tesco and Sony Playstation.
They see applicants from all around the world, and participants in their six week volunteer programmes have come from the UK, Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Spain, USA, Cameroon, France, Taiwan.
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